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Purpose 

The purpose of the Undergraduate Student Paper Competitions are to provide an opportunity for 
undergraduate students to gain experience in reviewing, discovering, and presenting scientific 
information in a scholarly manner on a topic of current importance and interest to the animal industry. 

Rules and Regulations 

1. Contestants must be enrolled as an undergraduate student in an institution within the ASAS 
Midwestern Section or ADSA Midwest Branch® which offers a baccalaureate degree in Agriculture at 
the time of abstract submission.  Undergraduate students enrolled in institutions outside of the Midwest 
region or at institutions that do not offer degrees in Agriculture may also enter the competition as long 
as either the student or the advisor is a member of the ASAS Midwestern Section or the ADSA 
Midwest Branch. 

2. There is no limit as to the number of students that can participate from one college/university. 

3. An individual student may enter only one competitive paper in either the oral or poster division.  
Additional papers may be submitted for non-competitive presentation in appropriate disciplinary 
sections. 

4. The appropriate box indicating undergraduate student poster competition must be marked at the time 
of electronic submission and the abstract must be submitted by October 29, 2008 11:59 pm CDT. 

5. The project supervisor's name should be included as an author on the paper. 

6. A copy of the submitted abstract and the tracking number must be received by Dr. Catherine W. 
Ernst, Michigan State University, 3385 Anthony Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824-1225; fax 517-432-
0753 no later than October 31, 2008.     

7. Students are required to attend the Awards Breakfast on Wednesday March 18, 2009.   

Subject Matter 

The paper must include original research in which the student was involved at a level appropriate for 
an undergraduate student.  

Location and Setting 



1. Posters will be presented at the Midwest ASAS/ADSA® Annual Meeting in the appropriate topic 
section. 

2. Students will present their poster to a team of at least three (3) judges during the poster session on 
Monday March 16, 2009. 

Poster Presentation Guidelines  

1. Posters are to be hung by 1:00 p.m. on Monday March 16, 2009 and are to remain in place until 
noon on Wednesday March 18, 2009. 

2. The poster board surface area is 48” high by 96” wide.  Entrants are encouraged to review 
suggestions for preparing posters in the Poster Presentation Guidelines found at 
http://adsa.asas.org/midwest/2009/. 

Procedure for Entering 

1. An abstract of the paper with title and name(s) of author(s) etc. must be submitted electronically like 
all other abstracts.  The abstract should be prepared according to the format used for abstracts of 
scientific papers and submitted no later than October 29, 2008.  In addition, a printed copy of the 
electronic submission and tracking number must be received by Dr. Catherine W. Ernst, Michigan 
State University, 3385 Anthony Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824-1225; fax 517-432-0753 no later than 
October 31, 2008.  The abstracts will be circulated to the judging committee prior to the competition. 
Abstracts that have been evaluated and rejected by the section chair cannot be revised and re-submitted 
as a competitive paper by the author.  

2. Entrants in the Undergraduate Student Poster Paper Competition will be listed in the Midwest 
annual meeting program booklet. 

3. In the case of multiple-author presentations, in the abstract designate the presenter's name with an 
asterisk (*). 

4. There is no limit on the number of undergraduates from one institution presenting 
undergraduate research papers.  However, an individual student is limited to entering only one 
competitive paper in either the oral or poster competition. 

Evaluation 

Evaluation criteria for the Undergraduate Student Poster Competition can be found on the Midwest 
meeting web site: http://adsa.asas.org/midwest/2009.   

Awards 

1. Cash awards will be presented to the three entrants receiving the highest point totals (first, $300; 
second, $200; and third, $100). 



2. Winners will be announced and cash awards presented at the Midwest ASAS/ADSA Annual 
Awards and Business Meeting. 

3. Plaques will be presented to the three winners after the meeting.  


